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3. The radical trend in the police apparatus of the Soviet Zone, which has become 
especially noticeable since the appointment of Ir. Kurt Fiseher as Fresident of 
the Garman Administration of the Interior, is continuiag unchecked. The past 
several weaks have witnessed a thorough purge of the police in all five states 
ef the Soviet Zone, in the Soviet sector of Berlin, and in the Germen Administration 
of the Interior. It is estimated that approximately 20% of the police force in 
the Liindez, approximately 10% in the Soviet sector of Berlin, and about 5% in the 
German Adainistration of the Interior were dismissed within the past sixty days. 
Similtaneously a large-scale recruitment for the police ig under way in the Soviet 
Zone. Recruite are needed not only to replace those dismissed recently, but also io 
bring the police force up to the new strength authorized by the SMA. Complete new 
strength fleures,are not yet available for all the states; in .SaxeBy-~Anhalt the 
total number of police for the fiseal year 1948 ~ 1949 has been increased from 
approximately 17,000 to nearly 25,000. Similar increase of police strength was 
reported from Saxony. . Additional personnel are alao naeded to fill up the ranks 
of the Border Police and the newly authorizec. parawzilitary police. Estimates 
on. the strength of the latter are not yet available; 

2, ‘The current purge of the police is alwed at former members of the Social Democratic 

_ Party, members of the bourgeois parties in the Soviet Zone (CTU and LDP), and pro= 
fegsional civil servants in the police, regardlessof varty affiliations. SED 
membership ia not considered a guarantee of loyalty to Communist ideals. Amon 
leading officials dismissed recently were the chief oi ‘the Administrative Police in 
the German ‘Administwation of the Interior, Dr. Eridh Earl Zeitz; the ehief of the 
Water and Railway Police in Saxeny~Anhalt, Anneberg; the vice-president of the 
Madgeburg Police, the commander of the Schutspelizei in Thuringia, ¥.D. Rausch, 
and a great many individuals formerly on the staff of the above. ‘The manner in which 
police personnel of lesser importance were tested on their political reliability can 
be illustrated by the events which tock pluce in Kreis Ocerbarnim (Brandenburg). 
All members of the police had. to report to special examining committees where they 
were questioned ameng other things, as to whether or not they considered the LDP 
(whicit ig licensed by the SMA in the Soviet Zcne) a democratic organization. 
Those anewering the question in the affirmative were immediately..given notice of 
dismissal. They were not to report again for duty; their salaries were to be paid 
until 30 September, 1945. 
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